
  

Dear Friends, 

 Have you ever wished you had more reason to be thankful? 

You know how it goes. You come to the end of a day thinking it was a 

really rotten one. The remedy for having a better tomorrow is as simple 

as it is faithful; begin tomorrow by giving thanks today. Do it verbally, 

financially and with each person you meet along the way. If you do 

that, I guarantee your day will end better than it would have 

otherwise.    

 When I think of living gratefully, an article written by one of 

our own, Jorge Martinez, comes to mind. Jorge is now the COO for the Northeast Ohio 

Region of the American Red Cross and a retired commander in the United States Coast 

Guard. I share the article because it’s a wonderful example of offering gratitude instead of 

seeking it for self. And I share it because it’s a beautiful piece written by one of our own that 

will likely bring tears to your eyes; I know it did so for me. 

As always, Peter 

Military members past and present are routinely honored throughout any given year in many ways, 

and rightfully so. As a retired military officer, I can say that I feel more than adequately recognized 

for my service to our wonderful country. Truth be told and as any member will tell you – it’s not why 

we serve. And while not necessary it is appreciated. However, it is not the individual that serves, but 

rather the family. And most members will tell you that the service member has the easy job. 

That was certainly true for me. 

I would deploy for months on end carrying out the king’s work with people I loved and trusted while 

my family stayed back and did their valiant best to go on with life as normal — though always 

worrying but not showing it. They too were serving honorably but doing so silently in the shadows. 

I would get painful glimpses from time to time. 

I remember one particular instance nearly ten years ago when I was putting my then six year old son, 

Ben, on the school bus before heading out to sea myself for nearly five months. He was the last of my 

two sons to head out that morning; my infant daughter was still asleep in her crib.  
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A CHURCH BUS? 

Can you imagine what it would look like . . . 

• For a Children’s Center or Sunday 

School class to go to the zoo in one vehicle instead of four? 

• All the OPEN-M volunteers and their food going to Akron as one group? 

• Women on Wednesday going to Hudson Springs Park – together? 

• Homebound church members getting rides to church? 

• Fifteen youth group members going on an outing as one? 

• A shuttle from an off-site parking lot (especially with the impending loss of 

use of the Windstream parking lot) bringing people to church on Sundays? 

• A dozen people or more going caroling to people in times of special need? 

All of these and so much more no longer need to be imagined. Thanks to two very gen-

erous donations, we now have a small church bus and the money to care for it for five 

years. Thanks to these gifts all of our imagining can become reality.        
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Water Sunday – September 16 

From where will you collect water for Water Sunday 2018?   

 As we did last summer, we’re encouraging you to collect water from a place 

that has special meaning for you and bring it to church on Sunday, September 16.  

On that day, we’ll pour all our water together and bless it as our holy water for the 

upcoming year.  We’ll use it in baptisms, confirmation, and other special blessings, 

adding it to water collected last year.   

 Why water?  Quite literally, we need water to live.  It keeps our bodies func-

tioning and our brain operating.  Yet, our souls need water, too, the “living water” 

that Jesus calls himself—the water that blesses us, revives us, and sustains us for our journeys of faith.   

Pick up your water bottles in worship on Sunday, June 3, which also happens to be our Annual 

Congregational Meeting day (one worship service at 10 a.m. with the meeting to follow and a special 

coffee hour).  Water bottles will also be available at the Welcome Table by the 2nd floor elevator level in the 

days to follow.   

New Members & Belonging-ness 
Elsewhere in this newsletter, you’ll find the names and photos of those who have recently been welcomed 

officially into our congregation as members.  Please take time to look over those pages.  You might recog-

nize a neighbor from the down the street or a face of someone who sits in a pew nearby you.1  Be sure to 

offer a “hello” to them the next time you see them and introduce yourself. 

 I invite such connection not just as another encouragement to be friendly, although that’s an im-

portant hallmark of being church together—that we greet one another in Christian friendship and peace.  

But I also encourage the connection because it fosters a sense of belonging.   

If I had to name a synonym for church membership, I would use the word belonging-ness.  Com-

mitting formally to join a church meets a real human desire to belong—to a community, to something big-

ger than ourselves, to God.  By belonging, we know we are a part of something that creates meaning in 

our lives and makes a difference in the world.  By belonging, we find a place to bring our questions, con-

cerns, and wonderings and be met by people who are doing their best to strive to be God’s love in their 

words and actions.  By belonging, we commit to sharing the journey of faith together, upholding one an-

other in times of need, and letting others uphold us in our times of need.  By belonging, we live into Jesus’ 

promise that wherever two or more are gathered, there he is, too (Matthew 18:20).  By belonging, we live 

into God’s claim on us that God is our God and we are God’s people (Exodus 6:7), together working to 

bear forth God’s compassion, grace, and love to a hurting world. 

A pastor I worked with several years ago would often say, “Because we belong to God, we belong 

to one another; and because we belong to one another, we belong to God.”   

“Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here,” we like to say around here.  Those are 

big words to live into, and we do our best to do so (admittedly sometimes doing better than at other 

times).  We hope that welcome leads to a sense that one can belong here, whether they formally join as    

23 people did last month, or they don’t but continue to find themselves here time and time again.   

Ultimately, we belong because we are part of the Body of Christ, as the Apostle Paul said to the 

people of Corinth (I Cor. 12).  Each is needed, with their own unique gifts and skills, to make the body 

whole.  Each belongs to make the body whole, to manifest God’s great love in our living.  Indeed, because 

we belong to God, we belong to one another; and because we belong to one another, we belong to God.   

Blessings,  Jeanette     

1It’s okay to admit if you have a “pew,” the one location in the sanctuary you prefer to sit.  We all have our routines and comfort 

zones in all aspects of our life, be it at home, at the grocery store, or in church. 
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            Summer will soon be official.  All the signs are here – the schools are out, va-

cations have started for some, the Appalachian Service Project again provides the 

opportunities for our teens and adults to reach out and serve people in need of help, 

Vacation Bible School is its usual success, and a let-up in the hectic activity of the 

past nine month-period of time gives us pause to reflect and renew energy, 

            In every life cycle there become decision points which are necessary to 

make.  For my wife, Eleanor, and I that time has come.  After fifty-six years of or-

dained ministry, it is time to retire and be pro-active about how we live out the rest 

of our lives.  This has not been an easy decision for either of us.  Eleanor has been 

retired from teaching for more than twenty years but has been active in many volunteer opportunities and 

her other interests.  It is hard to leave our very comfortable home of over forty years duration.  In my 

many years of varied and diverse ministries, I have found so much fulfillment and established so many 

friendships here. 

            However, there comes a time to cut back and “smell the roses.”  So, on July 1, I am resigning from 

my position as one of your associate pastors.  We will be moving to Laurel Lake Retirement Community in 

July where we already know a number of friends, many from this congregation.  We are looking forward 

to the many activities afforded by this new community, which you have provided me the opportunity to 

serve these past six years as pastor to our members residing there.  We are planning to continue our love 

of travelling as long as we are able to do so.  We definitely plan to continue as active members of First 

Congregational Church as just plain “Eleanor and Dick.” 

            I want to express my appreciation for this community of faith’s many kindnesses and support dur-

ing these past six-plus years.  Peter and the entire staff have been both a joy and supportive in our work 

together.   That word, “together,” means so much and this group of people has been the best I have en-

countered in the many years of my ministry.  This was the hardest part of this decision – to leave the stim-

ulation and collegial spirit of these talented and committed servants of God. Our church is truly 

blessed.  We expect to continue our many friendships established in this community of faith with many 

more to come as we continue to welcome others to join with us in the journey of faith.  Again, thanks so 

much!  It’s not “good-bye” but rather “see you in church.” 

 Blessings, Dick 

Continued from Page 1 
 

Ben was and is a very stoic kid. Though we were very close, he never showed his emotion and I know he never wanted to disap-

point me. I hugged him when I put him on the bus and told him I loved him.  He sat in a window seat… and gave me a look 

that I will never forget. It was a “you’re leaving me again, Dad” type of look and it cut right through me. As soon as the bus 

pulled away, I hugged my wife and we both started to cry. This was not an isolated incident. 

Military families and their selfless service to our nation are all too often overlooked, especially the children’s service and sacri-

fice. They go about their days like any other kid would and typically without complaint about a parent being gone for long pe-

riods of time. They keep it together most of the time. They didn’t ask for this, but deal with it they must and do. It’s hard and 

it’s thankless… but it’s necessary. 

Military children are my heroes! They have a wonderful purpose and possess such quiet strength. After retirement, I’ve been 

able to reflect on them and their journey of service and it’s an inspiring one to me. Throughout my career, I have been blessed 

to be part of many great teams that have accomplished much. But my greatest accomplishment (really my wife’s) is seeing my 

children grow up and be better than I ever could have been at their stage of life. 

Our country’s military children have been inspiring and helping our military members for as long as we’ve been a coun-

try. Our nation owes them a debt of gratitude. If you agree, next time you see a military family thank them all… especially the 

children. They’ve earned it. 
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June is National Safety Month 
Everyone enjoys a little bit of summer fun, but it’s always important to monitor the 

weather conditions when the temperatures start to climb. Here are some tips to keep in 

mind:  

• No matter how long you plan on being out, wear sunscreen with SPF of              

at least 15. 

• Take water breaks every 15 minutes when working or playing outdoors- try to 

set up a shady or air-conditioned recovery area. 

• Wear a hat and UV-absorbent sunglasses. 

• Eat small, light meals before outdoor activity. 

Listen to your body! Even when following the necessary precautions, you should still be on the lookout for 

overexertion. Overexertion accounts for about 3.3 million ER visits a year in the U.S., and symptoms can be 

heightened in the heat.  

Stop and take a break if you experience the following: 

• Dizziness 

• Sore or painful muscles 

• Pulse higher than normal- you may feel like heart is “racing” 

• Profuse sweating and feeling extremely hot 

• Low abdominal pain 

• Nausea  

Untreated heat stress can quickly lead to heat stroke, a life-threatening condition. Call 911 if you experi-

ence or witness a person who has any of the above symptoms plus: 

• Mental confusion 

• Vomiting 

• Hot skin  

• Stops sweating 

• Severe headache 

• Seizures 

• Extreme fatigue 

Enjoy your summer and be SAFE!! 

In His Name, Kathy 

June FYI (Feeling Young Inside) luncheon and program will be held on June 18, 12 noon, in Fellowship Hall. 

The program, Adding Life to Your Years and Not Just Years to Your Life, will be presented by Dr. Jason Ce-

rutti. Dr. Cerutti has a chiropractic practice in Streetsboro. 

 

FYI (Feeling Young Inside) will enjoy an evening out again this summer to see 

Singin’ In the Rain presented at Blossom on Saturday, July 14 at 8:30 pm. Please 

make checks out to FCCH and put “Blossom” on the memo line. These pavilion tick-

ets are $23.00 each and close in (lot “A”) parking is $20.00. Close in parking permits 

are limited. Included with your ticket is a parking ticket for lots “B” and “C”. These 

lots provide tram transportation to the admission gate. Everyone is welcome to join 

us at Blossom! 

 

Health Ministries 
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Is it OK to have Doubts? 

When it comes to faith, is it ok to have doubts, questions, uncertainties?  

Does it mean that I am somehow less of a Christian?  

Matthew 28:16-17 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When 

they saw him, they worshiped him, but some doubted.  

Did you catch that? 

The eleven disciples met Jesus after his Resurrection  

and some of them,  

Brace Yourself, 

DOUBTED!  

Gasp, that can’t be true, can it? 

Frankly, if I was writing about a new faith movement  

and I wanted it to take off,  

I would have left that OUT!!! 

But… that is what makes this so  

Refreshing, 

Honest, 

Real,  

Appealing,  

Because, I must admit 

If I was one of the 11 disciples  

I would have DOUBTED too!  

How about you?  

My friends,  

When you  

DOUBT, 

QUESTION, 

STRUGGLE, 

with your faith 

Remember…  

You are in good company!  

I end this with a quote from Rob Bell…  

“For many people in our world, the opposite of faith is doubt. The goal, then, within this understanding, is to eliminate 

doubt. But faith and doubt aren't opposites. Doubt is often a sign that your faith has a pulse, that it's alive and well and 

exploring and searching. Faith and doubt aren't opposites, they are, it turns out, excellent dance partners.” 

Adult Faith Formation 

Coming this summer to FCCH:  Women's "Drop In" Bible Study! 
June 13, 20, 27 and July 11, 18, 25 from 9:30-10:30 am at the church 

 *NO HOMEWORK    * NO OUTSIDE READING    * NO PRESSURE TO BE THERE EVERY WEEK 

*Grab a friend and come when you are in town and available!   

*A great way to spend time each week in God’s word and enjoy fellowship with other women! 

Questions? Contact Tracy Zappone at pzappone@yahoo.com. 

 

Book Study led by Rev. Dick Clewell 
Rev. Dick Clewell will be leading a three-week book study on The Cross and The Lynching Tree by James Cone. 

The group will be meeting June 20, 27 and July 11th at 7pm in Room 301. If you are interested in participating, 

please email the church office to sign-up and to secure a copy of the book, churchoffice@hudsonucc.org. 

mailto:pzappone@yahoo.com
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
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Meet Carol Harman…a Summit County 

CLASS Act Scholar graduate AND the teach-

er of the Children’s Center Trailblazers class! 

(Trailblazers are the oldest children in our 

Center; aiming for Kindergarten the follow-

ing year.) Carol has been with the Children’s 

Center since August of 1999. Her years of 

experience show every day in all she brings 

to the classroom. Carol strives to learn about 

and use all the latest techniques and practic-

es in preschool education.  She never settles 

on “how it has always been,” but instead, 

through professional development opportu-

nities, enriches her knowledge base and then 

shares all that she has learned with her stu-

dents. 

Carol is one of only twenty preschool teachers in all of Summit County that was select-

ed to participate. 

The CLASS Act Scholars of Summit County is a new program that combines the Classroom Assessment 

Scoring System® (CLASS®) with free coaching, mentoring and professional development for an exclusive 

group of twenty early educators working in Summit County preschools and child care centers.  

CLASS® is a research-based approach that focuses on the features of quality that are most important to 

children’s learning and development. CLASS® training is designed to strengthen, support and empower 

teachers in ways that drive high-quality teacher/child interactions. Research shows that even small differ-

ences in interactions can increase a child’s learning and social emotional outcomes.  

We are incredibly proud of Carol for all of the time and effort she put into being a part of this program. But 

more importantly we are proud of Carol for all she brings into the lives of our precious children. Join us in 

celebrating Carol Harman’s graduation from this distinguished program!  

Children’s Ministries 

 

It is not too late!  You can still sign up for VBS 2018. 
Holy Moses is June 4-7, 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm, and includes dinner.  All preschool – outgoing 5th graders are 

welcome (preschool – 3 years old by 9/30/17 and potty trained). The cost is $20 per child/$60 family max. 

 

Please sign up online at www.hudsonucc.org  

If you have any questions or need more information please contact Katie Morgan at 330-342-3977 or 

kmorgan@hudsonucc.org  

http://www.hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
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 November is often the time when one’s thoughts turn to Thanksgiving, but 

for me, it is more appropriate at the end of a program year.  

 A musician’s life is necessarily spent in solitude, which is why I am glad the 

music wing is tucked away in an obscure corner of the church. Most of my time is 

spent choosing music, preparing music and rehearsing music. I practice. I write and 

arrange music. I listen to a lot of music, typically other people’s interpretations of 

the music we will be performing. I do research so I can understand the music at a deeper level. All of this 

I do alone. No one can help me with it. 

 Up to this point, no music has been made. Only practice and preparation. To make music, we 

need other people. We need performers and we need an audience. That is where all of you come in. 

 We are very blest here at First Congregational Church. We have a million dollar organ and a mil-

lion dollar organist to play it. We have a “womb-to-tomb” music program that embraces all age groups. 

We have established an expectation of excellence that inspires the singers and instrumentalists to work 

hard at their art and rehearse like champions. And we have an extremely appreciative and supportive 

congregation whom we endeavor to inspire 52 weeks out of the year. 

 So I have reason to be very grateful. I give thanks for the parents who struggle to bring their chil-

dren to Wonderful Wednesday, revoice and the Teen Band, when there are a thousand other things pull-

ing at their (and their children’s) time. I am grateful to handbell ringers who give up their Sunday dinner 

hour so that they can make music together, often with members of their own family. 

 I am thankful for men who love singing together so much, that they sing until they physically can 

no longer do so. I am grateful for members of The Chancel Choir, not because they sing well, or because 

they embrace challenging music (usually!), or because of the great time commitment required. I am grate-

ful because they value community so much that they would do anything for each other, especially in time 

of need. I am grateful for our newly-formed Memorial Choir that is already in demand due to their sensi-

tive singing and hearts full of service. I am thankful for our association with the Akron Symphony Or-

chestra and the high level of musicianship that they bring to our congregation. 

 I have been serving the church in music ministry since I was 19. During my undergraduate years, I 

sang at the synagogue on Friday night, with the Catholics on Saturday night and with the Presbyterians 

on Sunday morning. I was called to fulltime church ministry right out of college, where I served as Direc-

tor of Music Ministries at an Anglican Church in Perrysburg, OH. From there, it was fulltime Catholic 

music ministry until I came here to Hudson almost nine years ago. 

 In all that time, I have never had an experience like the one I recently had here. When the Hudson 

Bath Bach Chorus and orchestra performed Bach Cantata 4 at the 10:30 service on Sunday, April 15 the 

congregational response was overwhelming and joyful, as you rose to your feet inspired by the glorious 

music of Bach. Yet, the following week, at the 10:30 again, you rose to your feet again and cheered the 

children in the Wonderful Wednesday Spring pageant. There couldn’t possibly be two pieces of music 

that were more different: A Baroque piece written in 1807 and sung in German, and a frothy children’s 

musical written in the popular style. Yet you appreciated them both equally. I don’t know another con-

gregation that would do that. Thank you. 

 See you in church!  Tom 

Music Ministries 
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Welcome New Members! 
Joined May 6, 2018 

Mim Cady 

Avery, Christine and Chloe Messner 

Ken, Cade and Joy Capper   

Gail Dancy Heim, Dan Heim 

and Benjamin 

Margi and John McDonald 

Lara, Eric and Nate 

Wainscott 

Peggy Davis-Griffin and Russ Griffin 
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Joy Fenton (not pictured) 

13432 Tradewinds Dr, Strongsville 
Phone: (215) 702-7730 
eclat284@gmail.com 

Joy is Coordinator for New Min-
istry Development for the North 

Coast District of the United 
Methodist Church. 

  

Russ Griffin and Peggy Davis-Griffin 

200 Laurel Lake Dr, #W333, Hudson 
Phone: (330) 655-4057 

rusandpeg@gmail.com 
Russ is retired from the U.S. Ar-
my, Air Force, and Navy. Peggy 
is retired from admistrative as-

sistant work at the UCC National 
Offices in Cleveland. 

  

Daniel Heim and Gail Dancy Heim 

3282 Shale Dr., Twinsburg 
Dan: (216) 789-8018;  
Gail: (216) 973-9778 

danielheim72@yahoo.com 
ged203@yahoo.com 

Dan is the Director of Orchestras 
and a music teacher in the Cleve-
land Heights-University Heights 

School District. Gail is Senior 
Consultant for grant writing 

with Grants Plus. They have one 
child, Benjamin, age 7.  

  
John and Margaret McDonald 

jgmcdnld@aol.com. 
  

 

JF and Carrie Babitsky (not pictured) 

2060 Jesse Dr., Hudun 
Phone: (330) 342-4422 
jf.babitsky@trane.com; 

Carrie.babitsky@newellco.com 
JF is a Construction HVAC Pro-
ject Developer and Carrie is a re-

gional manager for Newell 
Brands. They have four children: 
Katie, 13; Jackson, 11; Mason, 6 

and Logan 3. 
  

Jason and Brittany Bucur  
(not pictured) 

7631 Oxgate Court, Hudson 
Jason: (330) 907-9432;  

Brittany: (330) 554-9159 
clevefan16@yahoo.com; 

bebass1@yahoo.com 
Jason is a lawyer with Key Bank 

and Brittany is a nurse practition-
er at Akron General. They have 

two children: Sarah, 3 and Kyle 2. 
  

Miriam “Mim” Cady 

 
Phone: (330) 655-4011 

blueflowers28@aol.com 
  

Ken and Joy Capper 
Cade Capper and Jorie Capper 

(Jorie not pictured)  

86 Clairhaven Drive, Hudson 
Phone: (330) 650-0299 

kencapper@yahoo.com; 
youjusthavetolaugh@gmail.com 
Ken works in Human Resources 
at Diebold. Cade is a senior and 
Jorie is a freshman at Hudson 

High School. 

Christine Messner 

35 York Drive, Hudson 
Phone: (330) 655-4339 

ccmessner23@gmail.com 
Christine recently retired from 
Akron Children’s Hospital as a 
physical therapist and her hus-
band, Neil is the owner of Lu-

macurve, a manufacturing com-
pany. They have two children: 

Avery 12, and Chloe, 10. 
  

Joe and Lisa Twardzik 

5360 Towbridge Dr., Hudson 
Joe: (216) 276-3052;  
Lisa: (216) 214-0189 

joetwardzik@gmail.com 
lbtwardzik@gmail.com 

Joe is in management at Wolf 
Creek Co.  

  

Eric and Lara Wainscott 

4840 Lakeview Dr., Peninsula 
Eric: (773) 301-5437;  
Lara: (773) 398-0585 

ericwayne4@gmail.com 
larawainscott@gmail.com 

Eric is a senior controller at Em-
brace Pet Insurance. They have 

one child, Nate, age 5. 
  

Dennis and Marilyn Weaver 

 
dweaver@dwaassoc.com 
mweaver@dwaassoc.com 

Dennis is a self-employed manu-
facturer’s rep. and Marilyn is 
retired from Replublic Steel. 

 

Lisa and Joe Twardzik Dennis and Marilyn Weaver 

mailto:eclat284@gmail.com
mailto:rusandpeg@gmail.com
mailto:danielheim72@yahoo.com
mailto:ged203@yahoo.com
mailto:jgmcdnld@aol.com
mailto:jfbabitsky@trane.com
mailto:carrie.babitsky@newell.com
mailto:clevefan16@yahoo.com
mailto:bebass1@yahoo.com
mailto:blueflowers28@aol.com
mailto:kencapper@yahoo.com
mailto:youjusthavetolaugh@gmail.com
mailto:ccmessner23@gmail.com
mailto:joetwardzik@gmail.com
mailto:lbtwardzik@gmail.com
mailto:ericwayne4@gmail.com
mailto:larawainscott@gmail.com
mailto:dweaver@dwaassoc.com
mailto:mweaver@dwaassoc.com
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB - School is out for summer but Breakfast Club is going strong. Join us this Sun-

day at 10:00 am (there is only one worship service that morning) and at 10:30 for the following weeks. 

We’ll brighten up your Sunday morning with deep thoughts with a side of donuts. Hope to see you! 

D&D - D&D is over for the school year and we will miss it! But before you know it, school will be back 

in session and so will we. Enjoy your summer days – see you in the fall! 

CONFIRMATION - If you are going into 8th grade this fall, this message is for you. If you haven’t 

already, register and choose a mentor as soon as possible. The registration form can be found at our 

church’s website www.hudsonucc.org under the “Youth” tab. You should have received an email with 

some of the details and a link to this form. If not, or if you have any questions, please contact Callie at 

cbaylor@hudsonucc.org.  

TPP - After our last meeting you should feel up to speed on TPP. Watch your email for final details. The 

Pittsburgh Project takes place  July 9-13. In the meantime reach out to Callie at any time with questions or 

check out pittsburghproject.org. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - Holy Moses! Am I too old for VBS? If you are asking yourself this 

question, the answer is yes, but not really. Though you are too old to be a VBS student, you are never too 

old to join in the fun of VBS. Middle school and high school students are invited to volunteer at this year’s 

VBS. Please contact Mrs. Buchanan or Mrs. Morgan for more information. 

 

Youth Ministries 

http://www.hudsonucc.org
mailto:cbaylor@hudsonucc.org
http://www.pittsburghproject.org/
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Youth Ministries 

 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

 

ASP 2018 ~ June 10-16  

June 3:  Adult Leaders Meeting & Crews Announced  

  Our adult leaders will be meeting from 11:45 am till around 1:30 pm to go over the final  

  details  and to learn about the co-leader and crews. Students will be contacted sometime  

  between 1:00-2:00 pm by their crew leader.  

June 9:   Van Packing and Prep at 2:00 pm 

  We will gather at the church at 2:00 pm to prep and pack the vans to get ready for our  

  departure the following morning. This is for all students and adults signed up for ASP  

  and this will take approximately one hour to complete. 

June 10:  We will be gathering for worship at 9:00 am, and immediately after worship we will load 

  into our 14 vans and head to Logan, West Virginia.  

June 16:  We return from West Virginia, unpack, clean and return vans! 

June 20:   Tri-folds and Slideshow Preview 

     All our ASP Volunteers will be gathering in the Youth Room at 7:00 pm to create their  

  crews tri-folds and to get a sneak peek of the ASP slideshow.  

June 24:   All our ASP Volunteers will be gathering at the 10:30 am service to assist in leading the  

  service and share about our amazing week-long mission trip.  

 

Is there Breakfast Club during the summer, you ask?  
Yes, absolutely! Below is the Breakfast Club Schedule for June! 

June 3:   One Service at 10:00 am, and Breakfast Club will be meeting at 10:00 am! 

June 10:   ASP departs, Breakfast Club will be meeting at 10:30 am! 

June 17:   Breakfast Club at 10:30 am 

June 24:   ASP assists in leading worship, NO Breakfast Club!   

 

Summer Missionaries 
Our four Summer Missionaries, Anna Baldwin, Cameron Coy, Abby Kern, Jake McGlumphy and their 

College Supervisor, Alex Wright, will kick off their summer of serving, on Monday, June 4 here at 

FCCH helping with VBS. Throughout the summer they will be serving at various organizations in and 

around Akron. Please keep a look out for pics on the church Facebook page of places they will be serv-

ing this summer.  
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Save the date for a day of service 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 9, 2018 
9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Serving the Summit Lake and North Hill Communities of Akron 

 
 

First Serve brings together more than 1,000 individuals from different faiths and backgrounds to volun-

teer together. Founded by First Congregational Church of Hudson, our partners include Temple Beth Sha-

lom, the Islamic Society of Akron and Kent, the City of Akron and the Ohio & Erie Canalway - and others. 

 

• Volunteer online registration will begin in August. 

• All projects will be located in either the Summit Lake or North Hill communities. 

• Projects will be available for all ages and skillsets. 

• All volunteers will receive a t-shirt, lunch and free entry into the dinner celebration. 

• All are invited to volunteer - we encourage you to invite your friends, family and coworkers to partici-

pate. 

 

Day’s Schedule 

9:00 am    Sending Service at Akron Civic Theater 

          10:00 am    Arrive at project sites for the day 

4:00 pm    Dinner Celebrations at both communities 

 

Questions? Email Sue Wimer at swimmer@hudsonucc.org. 
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Mission and Outreach 

        REALM
® 

What is it? 
REALM® is our church’s updated record-keeping program, the administrative 

tool our staff uses to run the daily operations of our church, adding more ways to communicate 

and connect as a church. 

REALM® is replacing what has previously been known as MyFCCH. 

 

Why should I be interested? 
REALM® offers some exciting opportunities to support the ways you are involved in the life of 

our church.  

You can quickly update your contact information 

You have access to the church’s membership directory 

You can sign-up for church events and activities 

And, you are able to easily track your financial support to the church 

 

Why is it important to the life of the church? 
REALM® offers us an easy way to provide our church with a steady stream of income, especially 

during the quiet summer months. Become a RECURRING GIVER by setting up automatic de-

ductions from your savings/checking account or as automatic payments on a credit card. How do 

you get started? It’s easy. Email the church finance office at dfinkes@hudsonucc.org. You will re-

ceive an email invitation to get started. You will never need to write another check to the church 

again! You will also be able to make financial gifts, online for ASP, holiday flower orders, memo-

rial donations, outreach collections and much more.  

What if I still have questions? 
Visit The REALM® Information Table in Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings. Members of 

church staff will be available to answer your questions or help you get started with Recurring 

Giving. You can also contact Sue Wimer at swimer@hudsonucc.org 

mailto:dfinkes@hudsonucc.org
mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
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Smiles, Hugs, and Helping Hands Needed for Friends’ Class 

Friends’ Class is recruiting volunteers for fall 2018. Due to the recent moves of Kaye Collins and Vivian Nor-

man, we have openings in our Friends’ Class ministry. 

A few fun facts: 

• We follow the school calendar beginning in Sept. 

• Music therapy is the first Sunday of each month, Oct. – May. 

• Communion is provided by Rev. Clewell, the third Sunday of each month. 

• We have 3 teams of teachers/assistants who rotate in and out during the school year. 

• Each team only teaches 4 or 5 weeks, twice a year. 

• We use children’s Bible stories, a craft or art project, and lots of smiles and hugs! 

The official founding date of our Church was September 4, 1802. That was 

when its first members gathered in a log school house and agreed to follow a 

system of faith presented to them by missionary minister Joseph Badger. 

However, those members had already been worshipping God every Sunday 

since June 8, 1800. That was the first Sunday after they had arrived at their 

new home in the wilderness, and they gathered for worship in a place shaded 

by boughs of trees. Their leader David Hudson later told of that event saying 

that he had, “felt some measure of the responsibility resting on first settlers, and 

their obligations to commence in that fear of God which is the beginning of wisdom, 

and to establish those moral and religious habits on which the temporal and eternal 

happiness of a people essentially depends.”      

  Frank Manak, Church Historian 

 

 

 

 

Family Scouting at First Congregational Church  
For GIRLS AND BOYS grades K-5  

Is your family interested in a fun, character development and values-based leadership program at First 

Congregational Church? FCCH is forming a Family Scouting Cub Scout Pack and we need parents and 

volunteers to help make this successful!  

Interested? Contact Brian Ford at fordtwin2@gmail.com, (216) 375-5010 or Bill Schmidt at 

bschmidt@hudsonucc.org. 

mailto:fordtwin2@gmail.com
mailto:bschmidt@hudsonucc.org
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our website and Facebook Live 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 

BIRTH ~ Congratulations to:  

 Steven and Keri K. Gary on the birth of daughter, Juliette Priscilla Gary on April 12. Proud 

 grandparents include Nancy and the late Dick Gary. 

 Erik and Melissa Ahlin on the birth of daughter, Emily Louise Ahlin on May 7. Proud 

 grandparents include David and Nancy Burr. 

BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to: 

 Brian and Jennifer Zupancic on the baptism of Harper Rae and Charles James on May 6. 

WEDDING ~ Congratulations to: 

 Rachel Lester and Eric Dubitsky on their wedding May 26. 

 Nancy Stillwagon and Jon Stein on their wedding May 26. 
 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 Dick Buhler on the death of wife, Caroline “Corky” Smith-Buhler on April 22. 

 Michelle and Dave Frigo on the death of Michelle’s father, Robert H. Routh on May 6. 

 Nick Koelkebeck on the death of wife, Katherine Wolfe on May 9. 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

 Mike and Sue Baker, Ran and Ann Bucey, Nancy Christensen, Pat Daum, Grace Lewis,  

 Ed Lutz, Lee Piersol, JoAnn Pope, Karen Zonyk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Betty Brucker, Doris Hill, Barry and Mary 

 Lynn Reynolds 

CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick Buhler 

MAPLEWOOD OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: John Blassingame 

MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Joan Buchanan, Barbara Venesy 

DANBURY OF TALLMADGE: Marty Crichton 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF AURORA: James Rothgery 
CLERGY 

The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 

Amy Baldwin, High School Coordinator 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 
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Outdoor worship 

Begins in the Courtyard 

June 17 

At the 9:00 am service. 
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REMINDER: 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, June 3  

Single Worship at 10:00 am  

followed by the  

Annual Meeting at 11:00 am 

 

 


